
Entrance Antiphon  Cf. Ps 87: 3
Let my prayer come into your presence.
Incline your ear to my cry for help, O Lord.
Collect
Almighty and merciful God,
graciously keep from us all adversity,
so that, unhindered in mind and body alike,
we may pursue in freedom of heart
the things that are yours.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, (one) God, for ever and ever.

First reading   Wisdom 6:12-16

Wisdom is bright, and does not grow dim.
By those who love her she is readily seen,
and found by those who look for her.
Quick to anticipate those who desire her, she
makes herself known to them.
Watch for her early and you will have no trouble;
you will find her sitting at your gates.
Even to think about her is understanding fully
grown;
be on the alert for her and anxiety will quickly
leave you.
She herself walks about looking for those who are
worthy of her
and graciously shows herself to them as they go,
in every thought of theirs coming to meet them.

Responsorial Psalm Psalm 62(63):2-8
For you my soul is thirsting, O God, my God.

O God, you are my God, for you I long;
for you my soul is thirsting.

My body pines for you
like a dry, weary land without water.

For you my soul is thirsting, O God, my God.

So I gaze on you in the sanctuary
to see your strength and your glory.

For your love is better than life,
my lips will speak your praise.

For you my soul is thirsting, O God, my God.

So I will bless you all my life,
in your name I will lift up my hands.

My soul shall be filled as with a banquet,
my mouth shall praise you with joy.

For you my soul is thirsting, O God, my God.

On my bed I remember you.
On you I muse through the night

for you have been my help;
in the shadow of your wings I rejoice.

For you my soul is thirsting, O God, my God.

Second reading  1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

We want you to be quite certain, brothers, about those who
have died, to make sure that you do not grieve about them,
like the other people who have no hope. We believe that
Jesus died and rose again, and that it will be the same for
those who have died in Jesus: God will bring them with him.
We can tell you this from the Lord’s own teaching, that any
of us who are left alive until the Lord’s coming will not have
any advantage over those who have died. At the trumpet of
God, the voice of the archangel will call out the command
and the Lord himself will come down from heaven; those
who have died in Christ will be the first to rise, and then
those of us who are still alive will be taken up in the clouds,
together with them; to meet the Lord in the air. So we shall
stay with the Lord for ever. With such thoughts as these you
should comfort one another.

Gospel Acclamation    Mt24:42 44
Alleluia, alleluia! Stay awake and stand ready,
because you do not know the hour
when the Son of Man is coming. Alleluia!
Gospel    Matthew 25:1-13

Jesus told this parable to his disciples: ‘The kingdom of
heaven will be like this: Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and
went to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish and
five were sensible: the foolish ones did take their lamps, but
they brought no oil, whereas the sensible ones took flasks of
oil as well as their lamps. The bridegroom was late, and they
all grew drowsy and fell asleep. But at midnight there was a
cry, “The bridegroom is here! Go out and meet him.” At this,
all those bridesmaids woke up and trimmed their lamps, and
the foolish ones said to the sensible ones, “Give us some of
your oil: our lamps are going out.” But they replied, “There
may not be enough for us and for you; you had better go to
those who sell it and buy some for yourselves.” They had
gone off to buy it when the bridegroom arrived. Those who
were ready went in with him to the wedding hall and the
door was closed. The other bridesmaids arrived later. “Lord,
Lord,” they said “open the door for us.” But he replied, “I tell
you solemnly, I do not know you.” So stay awake, because
you do not know either the day or the hour.’
Prayer over the Offerings
Look with favour, we pray, O Lord,
upon the sacrificial gifts offered here,
that, celebrating in mystery the Passion of your Son,
we may honour it with loving devotion.
Through Christ our Lord.
Communion Antiphon  Cf. Ps 22: 1-2
The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.
Fresh and green are the pastures where he gives me
 Repose, near restful waters he leads me.

Prayer after Communion
Nourished by this sacred gift, O Lord,
we give you thanks and beseech your mercy,
that, by the pouring forth of your Spirit,
the grace of integrity may endure
in those your heavenly power has entered.
Through Christ our Lord.
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St Agatha, Sparkbrook, St Barnabas Balsall Heath
B11 1QT B12 8JU

www.saintagathas.org.uk
We pray for our parish, for all who live and
work within our parish boundaries; holding
them up for God’s blessing. We pray for all
pupils who attend the schools within our
parish.  We pray for St Agatha’s Boxing Club,
and St Barnabas’ Nursery. We commend to
you all who are sick or in any kind of need.
We pray for the Fr Michael, Fr Sergei, Church
Warden Martin and the congregation of the
Russian Orthodox  Parish of All Saints, who
meet at St Agatha’s on Saturdays.
We ask your help for all in positions of
responsibility in our churches.  We pray for
our priest Fr Thomas Singh and his wife
Sandhya as they minister in our parish.  We
pray for Bishop Paul.
We pray for each individual member of our
congregations that we may be faithful to our
vocations and worthy ambassadors of our
Catholic faith.
St Agatha's Prayer
Let your forgiveness be won for us by the
pleading of Saint Agatha,who found favour
with you by her chastity and by her courage
in suffering death for the gospel.
St Barnabas's Prayer
God our Father, You filled Saint Barnabas with
faith and
the Holy Spirit and sent him to convert the
nations; help us to proclaim the gospel by
word and deed.
We pray for those who are in need or ill:
John Gregory, David Stokes, Peter Rouillard,
Mike Lock,  Jean Tomlinson, Elaine Stanley,
Janet Gregory,  Arthur Cardin, Donnette Rigg,
Ava Crossley, Keith Garnor, Phil Lee.
We pray for those who have recently died,.

  Mass 9am
Mass at 11am

Schools’ news:

This week we look forward to welcoming 2 groups
of pupils from Christ Church School who are
coming to visit St Agatha’s  for a look around.

Also we have been asked to help publicise an
Open Day at Ladypool School on Thursday  16th

November for children wanting places

in a Reception Class.  There are leaflets avail-
able at the back of church or ask Priscilla for
more information.  We have strong links with our
next door school, so please have a think if you
may have any friends or neighbours with small
children.

A special welcome to all visitors.
Please join us for tea and coffee after the

service if you can.

If you would like to join the serving team please speak with Gareth,  Robes
and training provided, so doesn’t matter if you have no experience.

Cleaning- ask Janet.

Joining the reader’s rota- Priscilla can add you next time the rota is compiled.

Today:
at St Agatha’s we
gather at 10.50am at
the War Memorial.
Silence will be observed

at 11am.  Mass will follow afterwards
as soon as we are ready.

If you are able to donate any quality
items (eg unwanted gifts) suitable
for our fundraising efforts, please
bring them and give them to Janet.


